WCSA AlumNEWS: Fall 2009 by UMM Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well
WCSA AlumNEWS Campus News and Events
Fall 2009
WCSA AlumNEWS: Fall 2009
UMM Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/wcsaalumnews
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Campus News and Events at University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. It has been
accepted for inclusion in WCSA AlumNEWS by an authorized administrator of University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. For more information,
please contact skulann@morris.umn.edu.
Recommended Citation
UMM Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving, "WCSA AlumNEWS: Fall 2009" (2009). WCSA AlumNEWS. 9.
http://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/wcsaalumnews/9
page 1
Fall 2009
WCSA AlumNEWS
(continued page ten)
Wallace “Wally” Hystad, who graduated from the 
West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA) in 1949, 
has written a book. In By the House of Their Fathers, Hystad 
takes his readers through his childhood growing up 
poor during the Great Depression and World War II, 
through his WCSA years discovering himself and the 
rest of the world, and through his service in the United 
States Air Force during the Korean Conflict. Self-
discovery through wandering is a major theme 
throughout By the House of Their Fathers. Hystad has given 
publishing rights for his book to the University of 
Minnesota, Morris that makes its home on the campus 
where he first tasted independence and wanderlust grew.
The Great Depression
Hystad’s earliest years were spent squatting in 
abandoned homes on the dust-swept plains of North 
Dakota, while his father, like most people during the 
Great Depression, looked for whatever employment he 
could find to support his family. Hystad recalls listening 
to their enormous radio, powered by the car battery, 
and hiding at his mother’s decree when vagabonds came 
asking for handouts. 
Eventually, Hystad’s father moved the family to 
Minnesota to start a farm, though they remained in 
relative poverty. Young Hystad was immediately drawn 
to the eerie call of the loons on the lake adjacent to the 
farmstead. It was the first of many moves for Hystad, 
including to Morris to attend the WCSA. He’s since 
lived all over the country including Louisiana, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. 
The West Central School 
of Agriculture
 For Hystad, the WCSA 
was more than just a typical 
high school. For him, it was 
a place to make mistakes 
and learn about the 
world beyond the farm. 
Hystad fondly recalls 
the innocence of youth 
exemplified in “The Great Toilet 
Paper Debate.” The boys, unfamiliar with the finer 
points of modern hygiene, consistently clogged the 
facilities with excessive amounts of toilet paper. So, a 
meeting was called during which students voted on how 
many sheets to use. As Hystad’s story recalls, they settled 
on one or two. 
Education leads to better life and independence
While Hystad was a class clown of sorts, often 
performing onstage for his classmates, he didn’t take his 
education for granted.  
An interview with Wallace “Wally”  Hystad ’49 
and a review of his book, By the House of their Fathers 
by Kurt Schliep ’10 
2010 Celebration—honoring campus history and celebrating history-in-the-making.
Events planned throughout the year. Stories and calendar on page four.
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Greetings from the 
Director of Alumni Relations 
and Annual Giving
Last year, Peter J. Torvik ’56 
initiated the WCSA Class of 1956 
Scholarship at the University of 
Minnesota, Morris. He invited 
classmates and fellow WCSA 
alumni to join him in helping 
today’s students achieve a college 
education. Susan Schmidgall, 
Morris development officer, is 
happy to announce that the 
scholarship has reached the 
endowment level and is scheduled to be awarded for the 
first time for the 2010-11 academic year.
Torvik established the scholarship in appreciation 
for his WCSA experiences. He remembers well his days 
as a WCSA student. He credits the WCSA curriculum 
and faculty as positive influences on his career in 
engineering education and government services, 
volunteering activities, and personal values. 
The WCSA, Torvik says, inspired the diverse 
interests he continues to enjoy today, as well as a lifetime 
of study. “At West Central, we had greater requirements 
of responsibility and independence, a variety of 
experiences, and outstanding academic programs,” 
reflects Torvik. “And, we learned the most important 
thing—how to learn.” 
On behalf of the campus, Schmidgall states,“Thank 
you, Peter, for initiating this project and for your 
significant gifts, and to the alumni who assisted in 
funding this project. The scholarship is a tribute to 
education received and friendships made at the WCSA—
a rich legacy to be shared with future Morris students.”
The Class of 1956 Scholarship will be awarded to 
new Morris students who show academic promise. 
Preference will be given to students from a rural or 
small town in the region served by the WCSA.
The new scholarship is eligible for the Promise of 
Tomorrow—President’s Scholarship Match. Gifts to the 
scholarship are invested as principal, and annually a 
portion of the fund’s market value funds the 
scholarship. The annual amount is matched by the 
University, which doubles the generosity of donors and 
the impact of their gifts. 
Gifts to the scholarship are still welcomed from 1956 
or any WCSA alumni.  Read more about scholarships 
that honor WCSA faculty and alumni on page 11. 
Scholarship project 
initiated by Torvik ’56 
reaches endowment level
The Morris campus 
looks great. Especially when 
you consider that we are 
fast approaching the 100th 
anniversary of the WCSA and 
the 50th anniversary of the 
University of Minnesota, Morris. Granted, the 
institution has undergone a few “face lifts” over the 
years, but the bones of the place remain remarkably 
strong and intact. 
The renovation of the former Engineering 
building is the latest example of this. While honoring 
its place in the historic district, the internal elements 
have been fully renovated to meet LEED standards. 
The Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving 
will soon be making its home in this space. We are 
very excited about occupying this historic yet state-
of-the-art building. I hope you will attend an open 
house scheduled for February 23, 2010, and/or help 
us celebrate Founders Day on September 26, 2010, 
when the building will be formally dedicated. 
Many other events are planned for our 2010 
Celebration including our expanded summer 
reunion that will include an ecumenical church 
service on Sunday, July 18, 2010. For a listing of 
all the events, visit 2010.morris.umn.edu. I hope 
many of you will return to campus in 2010 to help us 
celebrate our strong history and to join us in looking 
forward to an equally strong future. 
During last year’s annual meeting, a motion 
was made and carried to raise funds from all 
WCSA alumni for a project to position plaques on 
campus buildings denoting their names during the 
WCSA era. Larger plaques describing the campus 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places 
will also be strategically located around campus. 
In early 2010, you will receive a letter from the 
WCSA Alumni Board of Directors inviting you to 
participate in this exciting project. We hope that the 
plaques will be installed in time for your visit back to 
campus for the summer reunion. 
I always enjoy hearing from alumni. Call 
320-589-6394 or e-mail rileycj@morris.umn.edu.
    Carla Riley ’85
Torvik
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Greetings from the 
Alumni Association 
President
Warm weather winter 
gatherings of WCSA alumni
Whether you are a year-around resident of Texas or 
Arizona, on vacation in the Southwest, or a winter 
snowbird, you are invited to attend these warm-weather 
locations West Central School of Agriculture Alumni 
Association get-togethers.
The Arizona WCSA All-School Winter Reunion 
is planned for Monday, February 8, 2010. Gather 
at 11 a.m. for conversation and a noon meal at the 
ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort in Mesa, Arizona. 
Everyone is invited. To make your reservation, contact 
Ted Storck ’54 at arizonated@cox.net or call  
623-266-4995. If you make a reservation, please 
attend as the resort will charge for all reservations. 
Directions:  From: US 60, exit on Soussaman Road, 
north about three miles to University; right on 
University; and left on Hawes Road. The resort is on 
Hawes Road. 
WCSA alumni and guests are invited to gather for 
an informal Winter Texan Gathering at 11:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010, at Mr. Gatti’s, 4100 North 
Second Street in McAllen, Texas. No need to RSVP. 
Just mark your calendars and join the fun. Call Gary 
Peterson ’56 at 605-237-0041 for more information.
The Class of 1954 and Class of 55 Arizona 
Winter Reunion will be held again at the home of Ted 
Storck ’54 in Surprise on Sunday, February 7, 2010. 
The group will gather for conversation at 1:30 p.m. 
and enjoy a meal together at 4 p.m. Special guests will 
be Chancellor Jacqueline Johnson, Maddy Maxeiner, 
associate vice chancellor for external relations, and 
Carla Riley, director of alumni relations and annual 
giving. For more information, contact Ted Storck ’54 
at arizonated@cox.net or call 623-266-4995. 
Thank you to new and  
outgoing WCSA directors
Former president Ronald Schoephoerster ’53, 
Wheaton, and Leon “Bud” Kopitski ’59, Bloomington, 
former treasurer, completed their WCSA Alumni 
Association Board of Directors terms last summer. New 
members Ted Storck ’54, Morris, and John Peternell 
’60, Albany, began their three-year terms in July 2009. 
Wilbur Grunewald ’63 will be the new treasurer. 
Thank you to new, outgoing, and ongoing directors 
for their service to the WCSA Alumni Association.
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60
As rapidly as time flies, 
now that we are no longer 18 
years old, our July 2010 All-
School Reunion will be here 
next week!
Seriously friends, this will 
be a very special reunion and 
not only for the special five-and ten-year classes, 
but for all of us. We will be celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of WCSA’s founding and the 50th 
anniversary of University of Minnesota, Morris. 
Try to think of any other institution that has hosted 
such a special celebration. 
Those who attended the July of 2009 All-
School Reunion had the pleasure of hearing from 
Dian and Andy Lopez, professors emeriti of 
computer science and 2010 Celebration co-chairs, 
about some of the fun events planned. Details will 
follow in our spring issue, but please mark at least 
Saturday, July 17,2010, on your calendar as a “must 
do.” You may also want to hold the day before and 
after, as we hope to have special events those days, 
too.
Action was taken at the annual meeting on July 
18, 2009, to investigate permanent signage for the 
buildings that comprised the campus during the Ag 
School days. Two committees have been formed to 
determine exactly what the signage will look like 
and to secure funding. It is our hope that signage 
will be completed and in place prior to the 2010 
reunion.  If you have an interest in being a part of 
this process, please contact Carla Riley. This is an 
exciting opportunity for each of us to recognize the 
history of WCSA.  
In closing, I wish each of you a good winter, 
either here as a hearty Minnesotan or in the 
warmer climate enjoying recreation time. Your 
WCSA Alumni Association Board of Directors 
looks forward to renewing old friendships in the 
coming year at one of the special events.
P.S. Fellow 1960 classmates—heads up! July 17, 
2010 is our 50-year reunion. Be on the alert for a 
special mailing asking for information to be used 
to compile a CD for our class.
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Calendar of Events
February 8, 2010
Arizona All-School Winter Reunion at noon at the ViewPoint RV and 
Golf Resort at 8350 East University Drive in Mesa
February 16, 2010
Texas gathering at 11:30 a.m. at Mr. Gatti’s in McAllen
February 23, 2010 
Welcome Center (formerly the Engineering building) open house and 
Pride of the Prairie local foods dinner
March 26,2010
Stevens County Historical Society exhibition, the “History of 
Agriculture in Stevens County” opening reception at 6:30 p.m.
May 28, 2010
WCSA Alumni Garden planting at 10 a.m. 
June 7, 2010
Board meeting at 7 p.m. at LaFave House
July 16, 2010
West Central Research and Outreach Center (WCROC)  Field Day 
celebration and WCROC Centennial Center Day
July 17–18, 2010
WCSA All-School Summer Reunion
July 29, 2010
Special Horticulture Night, “100 years in West Central Minnesota 
Homes”  at the WCROC and dedication of the renovated WCROC 
building
August 25, 2010
2010 Celebration Humanities Fine Arts Gallery exhibition opens on the 
Morris campus and runs through October 18, 2010
September 13, 2010
Board meeting at 7 p.m. at LaFave House
September 24, 2010
“Dinner and a movie” screening of 2010 Celebration documentary    
September 25, 2010 
Street dance with live music by Monroe Crossing, Johnny Holm, and 
several local bands on the Morris campus
    
September 26, 2010 
Welcome Center dedication and UMM Founders Day program
2010 Celebration Web page
A new Web site has been created 
for the 2010 Celebration. On its 
pages, you will find all of the events 
planned for the year; documents 
such as the Historical Preservations 
Plan and the history of the campus 
buildings; links to the historical 
photo collections; the history of the 
Morris campus as well as the history 
of the WCSA. 
If you’d like to share your 
WCSA memories or memorabilia, 
the site also features an easy-to-use 
contact form, or call Melissa Weber 
at 320-589-6414.
The WCSA Alumni Association 
played a key role in placing the 
Morris campus on the National 
Register of Historic Places as the West 
Central School of Agriculture and 
Experiment Station Historic District. 
In 2010, WCSA alumni can 
participate in a related project. 
The WCSA Alumni Association 
will be placing plaques on campus 
buildings denoting their WCSA era 
names. The Board of Directors will 
contact you early in 2010 with more 
information. The goal is to have the 
plaques installed before the special 
2010 All-School Reunion. 
WCSA Alumni Association 
2010 plaque project 
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2010 Celebration to honor Morris campus history  
and celebrate history-in-the-making
Throughout 2010, Morris 
campus history will be honored and 
history-in-the-making will be 
celebrated. Through a variety of 
exciting special activities and events, 
the campus will mark the 100-year 
anniversary of the founding of the 
West Central School of Agriculture 
and the 50-year anniversary of the 
founding of the University of 
Minnesota, Morris
Former Engineer building makes 
national “green history” 
On Tuesday, February 23, 2010, 
the campus will host an open house 
for the new Welcome Center, the 
renovated former Engineering 
building. The facility is the first in 
Minnesota to use energy efficient 
chilled beam technology and is 
being built to meet LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) certified 
standards.
While maintaining the historic 
integrity of the building, the 
renovation uses chilled beams, 
using water not air, and in-floor 
radiant heat to cool and heat work 
spaces. The wind turbine and 
biomass plant will power the 
building.
The Welcome Center will house 
the Offices of Alumni Relations 
and Annual Giving, Admissions, 
External Relations and Fund 
Development, Continuing 
Education, and the Center for 
Small Towns. A dedication is 
planned for Sunday, September 
26, 2010.
History of agriculture exhibition
On Friday,  March 26, 2010, 
the Stevens County Historical 
Society will open a new exhibition, 
the “History of Agriculture in 
Stevens County,” of which the 
WCSA and Experiment Station 
played a major role.
Special 2010 emphasis planned  
for traditional July gatherings
In July, three major events will 
celebrate WCSA and Experiment 
Station history. On Friday, July 16, 
2010, the West Central Research 
and Outreach Center  (WCROC) 
will host a special Field Day 
celebration and Centennial Center 
Day. On Saturday and Sunday, July 
17–18, 2010, the WCSA All-School 
Summer Reunion will mark the 
100-year anniversary of its 
founding. And, on Thursday, July 
29, 2010, the WCROC will host 
“100 years in West Central 
Minnesota Homes” and dedicate its 
renovated WCROC building during 
the annual Horticulture Night.
2010 Celebration exhibition in 
HFA Gallery on campus
Beginning with an opening 
reception on August 25, 2010, the 
Humanities Fine Arts Gallery will 
host a 2010 Celebration exhibition. 
Memorabilia and artifacts from the 
WCSA years are being collected for 
the exhibition. Please contact 
Melissa Weber at 320-589-6414 or 
weberm@morris.umn.edu if you’d 
like to contribute.
Documentaries chronicle Morris 
campus and WCROC history
Two documentaries are 
currently in production. A 2010 
Celebration film explores campus 
history from the American Indian 
boarding school era, through the 
WCSA period, to the University of 
Minnesota, Morris years. A 
WCROC film documents the 
experiment station’s early influence 
on agriculture and the WCROC’s 
continuing research, outreach, and 
support.
Photo above: Dennis Johnson ’56 
was interviewed for the 2010 
documentary in a historic setting—
the WCSA Cattle Barn, now known 
as the UMM Saddle Club Barn.
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2009 All-School Reunion Scrapbook
Marion Thompson Davenport ’51 
on piano and John Kvale ’54 on 
trumpet
Class of 1949
Photo at right, first row: Reuben 
Luthi, Carone Flan Lyng, Dick 
Thyse, Robert Berg, Carmon 
Jackson, Paul Sperr, Robert Kellen; 
Second row: Roger Kube, Dale 
Bruns, Norman Lichtsinn, Argyle 
Iversen, Arvy Larson, Joe Braker
Class of 1954
First row: Ann Nicholson Hobert, Joann Nielson Klein, Rosella Hoffman 
Staples; Second row: Ted Horning, Adrienne Akerson Horning, Marlys 
Thorstad Charles, Deloris Peterson Dinger, Dallen Peterson, Dale 
Dinger, Edna Erickson Schaefer, Dale Peterson; Third row: Harvey 
Vogt, Dennis Van Wechel, Henry Thieman, Carrol Holmen, Russell 
Erlandson, Orval Rinke; Fourth row: Richard Wambeke, Allen Mumm, 
Doyle Krahling, Gordon Knoshal, Paul Jensen, James Dewey, Leonard 
Mitchell, Gary Wendt; Fifth row: Clifford Anderson, Byron Akerson, 
Laurel Lawrence, Ted Storck, Joseph Dahlin, Kermit Ehrenberg
Bert Enestvedt ’38 and Ernest 
Solseth ’38
Dean Travland ’58
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Class of 1959
First row: Arnie Koehl, Tom Burau, Rita Hormann Leppanen, Larry 
Griffith, LaVonne Schmock Dupree, Mary Miles Westrom, LaVay 
Schmock Borresen, Betty Heifner Price, Dick Commerford; Second 
row: Larry Dailey, Dennis Gibson, Dennis Smith, Gilmore Sem, Joan 
Thompson Eggum, Mary Overgaard Fixsen, Gloria Swendsrud Brown, 
Larry Johnson, Charles Swendsrud, Melvin Loeschke; Third row: John 
Obowa, Charlie Grunewald, Herb Jellum, Byron Kosen, Byron Schmidt, 
Dick Johnson, Bud Kopitski, Les Bensch, Robert Young, Leslie Larson, 
Maurice Overgaard, Eddie Madsen
Verdell Berger ’56, Pat Hardy Berger ’59, Faye Akerson, 
Eddie Madson ’59, John Obowa ’59
Barbara Payne Cramlet ’59, Dick 
Cramlet ’58 and Joan Thompson 
Eggum ’59
Jeanne Kube and Roger Kube ’49
Mark your calendars for a special WCSA All-School Summer Reunion on July 17 and 18, 2010!
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Class News compiled by Sarah Deutl ’11, Anoka
Class of ’31 
Jillian Cathbert Roberts, Morris, passed away in 
December 2008.
Class of ’32 
Roy Jesness, Morris, passed away in August 2009. 
Harold McRoberts, Morris, passed away in  
April 2009. 
Gladys Sumner Soehren passed away in March 2009. 
Class of ’36 
Donald Jordan, Park Falls, Wisconsin, could not find a 
job in Minnesota when he finished his bachelor’s 
degree, so he took a job at Federal Land Bank and went 
to Minot, North Dakota, as a salesman. He later served 
in the military where he worked as a supply officer and 
spent time in the Pacific. At the conclusion of the war, 
he went back to the Federal Land Bank and retired as 
chief appraiser in 1973. While he lives in Wisconsin, he 
writes: “My allegiance is to the state of Minnesota.”
Class of ’37 
Tilford “Pat” Olson passed away in January 2009. 
Class of ’39 
Signora Brustuen Byre, Appleton, passed away in 
February 2009. 
Elder Jackson, St. Peter, 
passed away in November 
2008. Elder, a Lutheran 
pastor, and wife Renee served 
as missionaries in Tanzania 
and Kenya for 36 years until 
his retirement.
Lowell Leuck, Morris, passed 
away in June 2009. 
Rex Varnum, Caledonia, 
passed away in August 2009. 
Class of ’40
James Flint, Hoffman, passed away in February 2009. 
He was preceded in death by his wife, Hulda ’37. 
Class of ’41
Violet Nordin Meyer, Hoffman, passed away in 
November 2009. She was the grandmother of honorary 
WCSA alumnus Laura Meyer Thielke ’95 and the 
sister of Lester Nordin ’41.
Class of ’42 
Walter Gilbertson finds it hard to slow down since 
hitting 80, but he wants everyone to know he is still 
alive. He and wife Wanda have four boys, one girl, and 
eleven grandchildren, and they are all doing well. He 
has a 90 by 140 lawn with lots of plants and flowers. He 
also has three apple trees and two pear trees. When 
their house was built, he wanted a large garage, and 
Wanda wanted a large kitchen.
Ruth Lueders Spittle passed away in May 2007.
Henry Evens ’30 visited campus with his granddaughter, 
Amy Brandt ’97, in July 2009. The two enjoyed walking 
through Spooner Hall, the former Boys’ Dormitory. 
Jackson
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Class of ’43 
Robert Freberg passed away in  
June 2009. 
Alf Hustoff, Willmar, passed away in 
March 2009. 
Class of ’45 
Merlyn “Jack” Iversen passed away 
in January 2008.
 
Class of ’47 
The niece of Avy Gray, Kelly Miller, 
was a point guard for the 2007 
Phoenix Mercury Women’s National 
Basketball Association (WNBA) 
champions, who were featured on a 
Wheaties Breakfast of Champions 
box. Kelly’s twin, Coco, played for 
WNBA rival, the Washington, D.C. 
Mystics. Both have played in the 
WNBA since being drafted after 
college. Kelly has returned to 
Minnesota to play for the Lynx, and 
Coco signed on with Atlanta’s new 
expansion team, the Dream. They 
hope one day to play for the same 
team again.
Class of ’48 
Marvin Bonine, Pipestone, passed 
away in March 2009
Donald Woodke, Morris, passed away in 
September 2009.
Class of ’50 
George Femrite, Alexandria, passed away 
in January 2009. 
Class of ’51 
Merlin Beyer, Morris, passed away in 
August 2009.
Robert C. Lehman, Dubuque, Iowa, 
writes: “I was one of many Korean 
[Conflict] Veterans who returned to college in 1953. 
After graduation, wife Joann and I moved to Waterloo, 
Iowa, where I started my career with the John Deere 
Product Engineering Department. I was assigned to the 
Industrial Division. My favorite assignment was in 
product test and evaluation. Dubuque 
became the worldwide industrial 
equipment headquarters for John Deere 
in 1968. I became product manager for a 
series of backhoe-loader machines. In 
1973, I was in charge of test and evaluation 
of elevating scrapers, road graders, 
excavators, and forestry equipment. 
Crawler tractors, loaders, and dozers were 
later added. In 1982, Joann and I were 
asked if we would move to the Netherlands. 
Joann’s answer was, “How soon can we 
go?” We both enjoyed living, working, and 
traveling in Europe. In 1984, I had a heart 
attack, and my doctors recommended that I retire. That 
was more than 24 years ago. Where did the time go? We 
currently live in Dubuque when it’s warm and in Green 
Valley, Arizona, during the ‘six months of winter’ in the 
upper Midwest.” 
Lehman
Wesley Anderson ’37, Dawson, fulfilled a lifelong dream from 
August through September 2008, when he, wife Myrtle, and children 
Sharon and Ray visited the National World War II Memorial. He is 
a veteran and began his military service in January 1942, when he 
enlisted in the Army one month after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. He started contacting government officials as early as 1946 
seeking support for a public tribute to the more than 400,000 who 
died and those who supported the war effort from home. In May 2004, 
the memorial was formally dedicated in Washington, D.C. Wesley’s 
story and the photo above were shared in the Dawson Sentinel. 
From left: Sharon, Myrtle, Wesley, fellow veteran and National  World 
War II Memorial Chairman Bob Dole, and Ray
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He states: “WCSA was very 
literally a huge move towards 
a better life for me and nearly 
all of my classmates. When 
I left home for WCSA, we 
had no electricity, we had 
no water that hadn’t been 
carried to the house, and the 
extent of our worldly wisdom 
was 4-H Club, the Lutheran 
Church, and showing a heifer 
at the county fair. WCSA was 
independence.”  
Storytelling roots
The decision to follow the lead of his older 
brother Norris ’47 and continue his education at 
WCSA is not dissimilar to the journey of Hystad’s 
beloved Grandfather Nils who emigrated from Norway 
to the United States. In his book, Hystad retells Nils’ 
struggle to find himself in his journey from home to 
the big city and later to America. 
Hystad would go fishing with his grandfather just 
to hear the stories he’d tell about their ancient roots. 
Nils passed down folktales his grandmother told when 
he asked what he should do with his life. Nils grew 
up in a home steeped in tradition; a bed was set aside 
for the Nisse, a mischievous spirit, and the Gaarvord, a 
helpful spirit. The story follows a young man and a 
wandering spirit that allows him to outwit a princess 
and her troll lover. (According to Hystad, the trolls in 
the story eventually become American lawyers!)
His reason for writing
Hystad wrote By the House of their Fathers because, he 
says: “[My parents] left me with little understanding of 
who they really were and why they were who they were. 
I tried my best to figure it out. I had left nothing of 
myself, following the path of my parents. The pattern 
was clear. I decided not to do that. I started writing 
with the actual intent NOT to make it a biography or 
memoir, but just to paint a picture and tell a story of 
who I was. I finished about 18 months later, following 
many starts and stops. [Writing] is like marriage. It is 
satisfying. It can be exciting and productive. But it is 
hard and it takes real commitment.”
Hystad, who spent two years at Bemidji State 
College and graduated from the College of Liberal 
Arts, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities in 1959, is 
working on a sequel to By the House of their Fathers.  
Class of ’54 
Don Glimsdal was named a 2009 Outstanding Senior 
Citizen during a special program at the Nicollet County 
Fair. He finds volunteering very important and a way to    
give back and say thanks for all those who had been 
there for his family. The organizations with which he 
has volunteered include: Habitat for Humanity 
(construction crew leader and volunteers three or more 
days per week), Nicollet County Senior Transportation 
(provides rides for medical appointments and personal 
business), Meals on Wheels, and AARP Driver’s Safety 
Program (coordinates the program which involves 
recruiting, training and scheduling instructions as well 
as teaching classes himself and 
has coordinated 14 classes that 
serve 188 people).
Class of ’55 
Howard McAloney, Tucson, 
Arizona, passed away in April 
2009. “A man who above all 
loved his family and gave his 
every breath to the prosperity 
of his kids, and his kids’ kids, 
he treated everyone he met 
with...respect.”
Class of ’56 
Ardis Fehrman passed away in July 2009.
Ordell Hall passed away in March 2009.
Class of ’59 
Janet Stark Halvorson, Buffalo, Minnesota, passed 
away in October 2008.
Larry Kimball, Ulen, passed away in September 2009.
Rita Leppanen, Apple Valley, retired in 2007 after 23 
years at Veterans Administration Medical Center. Her 
husband died of cancer in 2008, but her daughter and 
her five sons live close by, so she enjoys going to their 
respective events. She loves to travel and planned a trip 
in September to Washington, D.C., with friends, as 
well as a trip to Arizona this winter.
Elmer Meierding, Jr. Hancock, passed away in  
July 2009.
Class of ’62 
Larry Nohl, Morris, passed away in December 2008.
McAloney
Hystad continued from page one
Wally Hystad from 
the 1949 Moccasin
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Class News
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so send us your 
updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call, or send an 
e-mail about your careers, families, travels, hobbies, 
activities, and WCSA memories. We will include your 
news in the next AlumNEWS issue. The deadline for 
submission is April 1, 2010.
 
Funding for AlumNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thanks to those who 
have given in the past! We appreciate your donations. 
Checks to support  AlumNEWS should be made payable 
to the University of Minnesota, Morris and sent to the 
address at right. 
WCSA Web page
The WCSA AlumNEWS is available online for those 
interested in electronically receiving it. If you would 
Scholarship Jubilee honors scholarship recipients and donors
like to discontinue receiving a printed newsletter, 
please contact us to request that we remove your name 
from the conventional mailing list. The newsletter, 
photos, and a history of the WCSA can be found on 
the WCSA Web site at: morris.umn.edu/WCSA.
AlumNEWS is produced by the Office of Alumni Relations 
and Annual Giving. It is available in alternative formats 
upon request. Class news, donations, comments, 
corrections, or questions may be directed to:
Carla Riley ’85
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
123 Humanities Fine Arts
600 East 4th Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu
The annual Scholarship Jubilee 
was held on the Morris campus in 
September 2009. The event is an 
opportunity to thank scholarship 
donors and honor scholarship 
recipients. Twenty-one WCSA-
related scholarships were awarded.
Louis Peterson ’13, St. Louis 
Park, received the Bridgford Orvis 
Scholarship. Steven James ’13, 
Benson, and Johanna Luetmer ’13, 
Morris, received the Herb Croom 
Endowed Scholarship. Alisha 
Hennen ’10, Morris, and Jesse 
Jones ’12, Minnetonka, received the 
Erma Erickson Memorial 
Scholarship given by George 
Erickson ’53. Zachary Boser ’10, 
Lowry, and Seth Ferrey ’10, 
Dellwood, received the Theodore 
and Tone Long Scholarship. 
Greg Moline ’10, Floodwood, 
and Nolan Nordlund ’10, 
Clearbrook, received the Carol 
Pederson Meyer ’60 Scholarship in 
Honor of Hans and Alyce Pederson. 
Derrick Foss ’13, Hancock, received 
the Elmer ’28 and Viola Nelson 
Scholarship. Neil Turner ’13, 
Ashby, received the Douglas ’54 and 
Marion Payne Rural Students 
Scholarship. Max Minor ’11, 
Benson, received the Robert James 
Riley ’55 Memorial Scholarship.  
Nine elementary education 
students received the Carrie 
Wickstrom ’29 Scholarship: Carlyn 
Bandy ’10, St. Michael; Jenna 
Bernhagen ’10, Willmar; Lauren 
Gede ’10, Eagan; Ashleigh Johnson 
’10, Webster, South Dakota; Rebecca 
Krmpotich ’10, Sartell; Dori 
Minder ’10, Wilmot, South Dakota; 
Kellie Penn ’10, Kuna, Idaho; Julie 
Rohling ’10, Howard Lake; Lindsey 
Senske ’10, Watertown, South 
Dakota.
Photo above: Wickstrom scholars 
Krmpotich, Johnson, Bernhagen, 
Gede, and Bandy
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Permit No. 123Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, president
508 Irving Street 
Alexandria, Minnesota 56308
320-763-5814
Marion Thompson Davenport ’51, 
vice president 
12752 County Highway 15 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537
218-739-9281
Carol Dewey Erlandson ’55, secretary
20005 County Highway 110
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537
218-739-9224
Wilbur Grunewald ’63, treasurer 
9833 Oakland Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420-5052
952-881-3809
Janice Berg Arneson ’55 
25587 Nordic Point Drive
Glenwood, Minnesota 56334-3393
320-239-4491
Andrew Brevig ’46
10482 State Highway 9
Herman, Minnesota 56248
320-677-2759
John Kvale ’54
10793 County Road 1
Kensington, Minnesota 56343
320-986-2455
John Peternell ’60
35747 County Road 10
Albany,  Minnesota 56307-9395 
320-845-2334
Ted Storck ‘54 
19176 North Cathedral Point Court 
Surprise, Arizona 85387-8249 
623-266-4995 
arizonated@cox.net
Legislative Interface and 
Fund Raising Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, Minnesota 56309 
218-747-2121
The University of Minnesota, Morris 
is an equal opportunity 
educator and employer.
Printed on recycled and recyclable paper 
with at least 20 percent postconsumer waste.
WCSA Alumni Association 
Board of Directors
Photo by Natalie Johnson ’11 of the nearly completed Welcome Center. 
Mark your calendars for the open house, the 2010 Celebration kick-off 
event, scheduled for Tuesday, February 23, 2010.
